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As we all know, EARL comes to Con-

gress with big shoes to fill. He’s follow-
ing in the footsteps of our former col-
league, RON WYDEN, now the junior
Senator from Oregon. For 15 years, RON
devoted himself to the people of Port-
land. His service and effectiveness will
certainly be missed in the people’s
House.

But I think the people of the Third
District of Oregon have chosen a re-
markable replacement in EARL
BLUMENAUER—for they have chosen a
man who has spent his entire life build-
ing his community, and bringing Port-
land’s common sense to Portland’s
problems.

EARL had a passion for public policy
at a very young age, testifying before
Congress while he was still a college
student. And after finishing school and
working briefly in education, EARL be-
came the youngest person ever elected
to the Oregon Legislature, at 23 years
old.

After three terms in his State’s legis-
lature, two as county commissioner,
and three more on Portland’s City
Council, EARL has shown that his dedi-
cation to local solutions could have a
national impact.

He’s already recognized as a leader
on urban environment and transpor-
tation policies. He’s been a champion
of reasonable, thoughtful land use; ag-
gressive recycling; and the kind of
light rail that has worked so well
throughout the Portland region.

No wonder EARL won the support of
prominent Republicans as well as
Democrats in his election bid.

So I’m delighted to welcome him to
Congress—to serve the people of Port-
land, and all Americans. I expect that
his vision and values will contribute a
great deal to our debates, and to the
Nation’s problems.
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I thank the minority
leader, and I am very pleased myself to
have the honor of welcoming the gen-
tleman from Oregon, EARL
BLUMENAUER, as the newest Member of
the U.S. House of Representatives and
the Oregon delegation.

I have to say, in all honesty, I cannot
think of a more highly qualified person
to represent Oregon as a new Member
in this body. He has a lengthy history
of public service: He served in the Or-
egon Legislature, the Oregon Commu-
nity College Board; he was a Multno-
mah County Commissioner at the same
time I was a Lane County Commis-
sioner, a tremendous experience and
training to become a Member of Con-
gress, to bring that local orientation
with him; and he was on the Portland
City Council.

Throughout his 24 years of elected of-
fice, perhaps the thing he is best
known for is he is a worker, a hard
worker. In each position that he has
held of public trust he has not only
done the job that has been asked of
him, he as taken on a leadership role,

rolled up his sleeves and helped develop
creative and workable solutions to
problems at every level of government.
He has not risen through the ranks of
government by resting on his laurels
on his past record; he is constantly
working, learning, serving, and doing
better.

I know he will continue that commit-
ment here in Congress, and I look for-
ward to having his skill, knowledge,
and energy to call upon and utilize as
we work to do the people’s business for
the citizens of Oregon and our Nation.

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. DEFAZIO. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Oregon.

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I, too, am
extraordinarily excited and happy that
we are being joined by a great new
Member from Oregon.

I think I would just like to say that
to me the gentleman from Oregon,
EARL BLUMENAUER, has the perfect
background for being a Member of Con-
gress, because he has been an activist.
He has been an activist in our commu-
nity and he has been a public servant.
And it seems to me there is not a part
of Oregon that does not in some way
have that gentleman’s fingerprints
upon it. Whether it is the livability of
our cities, whether it is recycling or
transportation, he has been there and
he has done the hard work.

He has shaped, I think, the present of
the most livable city in this country,
Portland, OR, and has shaped the fu-
ture of that city, and I know that he
will work to shape the future for not
just Oregon but for the United States
as he works with us in this prestigious
body, and I welcome him to this dele-
gation and to this House, the people’s
House.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. DEFAZIO. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Oregon.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleagues for their kind
words. I am honored to be able to join
my colleagues and looking forward to
working with them in advancing the
tradition of the House.

I am greatly appreciative of the help
of Representative DEFAZIO, Represent-
ative FURSE, Senator HATFIELD, and
Senator WYDEN, and others from the
Oregon delegation in terms of making
the transaction work for me, and I am
looking forward to working with all
my colleagues to protect the environ-
ment and leave this country a little
better for our children.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHAMBLISS). There will be 10 1-minutes
on each side.

f

THE PRESIDENT ON WELFARE
REFORM

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, here is a
quote from Tuesday’s Washington
Times editorial on welfare reform:

Knowing the salience that welfare reform
has with the electorate, the President des-
perately wants to be seen as leading the re-
form effort that he has actually been sabo-
taging.

The Times is right. Bill Clinton cam-
paigned on a promise to, remember,
end welfare as we know it. Of course he
vetoed welfare reform twice. Bill Clin-
ton has also dragged his feet on grant-
ing waivers to the States that would
allow them to fix the welfare mess in
those States. The White House has de-
nied waivers to Illinois and Massachu-
setts and Wyoming. Those States wait-
ed up to 20 months to be notified of
their denial. Just ridiculous.

The States should not have to crawl
to Washington on bended knee to get
permission to do the right thing for
their own people.

When it comes to reforming welfare,
despite talk about the end of the era of
big government, Bill Clinton appar-
ently still believes that big govern-
ment knows best.

f

SENIORS, BEWARE OF PROPOSED
CHANGES IN HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican leadership budget is being ne-
gotiated now between the two houses
and we may have a motion to go to
conference within the next day or so. I
just wanted to point out once again
that this budget essentially cuts Medi-
care and Medicaid in order to provide
tax breaks for the wealthiest of Ameri-
cans.

It is the same old thing that we had
last year in 1995. Once again Medicare
and Medicaid are on the chopping
block and seniors are going to be given
less choices and they will be pushed
into managed care, which means they
will not have the choice of doctors or
in many cases even the choice of hos-
pitals. And once again they are going
to have to pay more, because the bal-
anced billing provisions, the protec-
tions that exist right now that do not
allow doctors to charge more or signifi-
cantly more than 15 percent to their
Medicare patients will be out the win-
dow.

If you stay in the traditional fee-for-
service system where you have your
own choice of doctor or your own
choice of hospital, you could be
charged extra, really unlimited
amounts, under the provisions that the
Republican leadership have placed into
this budget.

Also, what they are doing with the
medical savings accounts is they are
making it so that seniors who opt for a
medical savings account, which is a
catastrophic policy essentially, will
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not have the guarantee of most of the
Medicare benefits. For the first time in
the history of the Medicare program,
some senior citizens will have the guar-
antee of all their Medicare benefits and
others will not because they opt for
catastrophic coverage and will not nec-
essarily know what they are getting
into.

So beware, seniors, of what the Re-
publicans are doing in this budget.

f

NOW TO ACHIEVE GENUINE
WELFARE REFORM

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, some
things are totally predictable in this
Chamber and nationwide. Just as the
swallows return to Capistrano and the
buzzards go back to Hinckley, so, too,
does my good friend from New Jersey
come to the well day after day with
what I will diplomatically call delib-
erate disinformation, what the media
has called Mediscare.

Here we have it once again. We have
gotten the same thing from the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue. Again,
the President says he want to end wel-
fare as we know it. Well, perhaps the
President and some of my friends on
this side of the aisle need to have a lit-
tle refresher course because, Mr.
Speaker, we live in the United States
of America, not the centralized bu-
reaucracy of America.

The first meaningful step toward
genuine welfare reform is to give the
States the true flexibility to solve
problems, not with Washington having
the States coming on bended knee to
ask for waivers, not with a centralized
bureaucracy. Mr. Speaker, it is time to
replace the counterfeit compassion of
Uncle Sam and big brother with a gen-
uine compassion of local people solving
local problems.

f

REPUBLICAN CUTS IN MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID WILL CLOSE HOS-
PITALS

(Mr. VOLKMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, the
radical right of the Republicans under
Speaker GINGRICH are at it again. Last
year the Democrats and the minority
brought to the attention of the people
of this country that the radical Repub-
licans under Speaker GINGRICH were
going to cut, under their budget and
under their Balanced Budget Act, Med-
icare and Medicaid. They were going to
make senior citizens pay more for it.
They were going to close hospitals be-
fore that bill ended this 4, 5, 6, and 7
years, hospitals all across this Nation.

Well, we, as the minority, along with
the President, by vetoing the legisla-
tion, we stopped that. Well, guess
what, folks? Look at this year’s budget

by the Republicans again. They are at
it again.

I will have, if that comes true, I will
have at least four hospitals in my dis-
trict that will have to be closed. That
ends medical care not only for the el-
derly but for everybody else. I will
have senior citizens that have to pay
more.

I want to tell the gentleman from Ar-
izona that spoke before, why does he
want to cut Medicare and Medicaid?

f

PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS BECOME
THE ‘‘MAYBE MAN’’

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, President Clinton has become
the maybe man. Maybe he will end wel-
fare as we know it, and maybe he will
not. Maybe he will sign the waiver for
Wisconsin’s welfare reforms and maybe
he will not.

Should we trust what Clinton says or
should we judge Clinton by what he
does: Delay, waffle, and when inaction
is not an option, veto.

The President has vetoed national
welfare reform not once but twice. Con-
gress has introduced new welfare re-
forms based on the unanimous rec-
ommendations of the National Gov-
ernors’ Association. These reforms
have tough work requirements, have
real time limits and end Washington’s
grip on the power, money and influence
to block innovative reforms by the
States.

Considering welfare reform and
President Clinton, will the third time
prove the charm or will the President
strike out?

f

REPUBLICANS STILL RELYING ON
MEDICARE CUTS TO PAY FOR
TAX BREAKS

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the Republican majority is
still relying on Medicare cuts to pay
for its tax breaks and its special deals
for its friends. They have wisely come
down from their demands of last year
in cutting Medicare $270 billion and
last year they offered a $245 billion tax
break.

Their plan now for the next 6 years
still contains Medicare cuts. These
cuts would allow health care plans to
charge seniors substantially more and
reduce the seniors’ choice of health
care plans by pushing more seniors
into managed care. Costs for seniors in
the traditional Medicare would in-
crease.

We need to reform Medicare but the
Republicans take too much bite out of
the apple. We need to reform the pro-
gram by investing more into the waste,
fraud and abuse investigations. Nearly

$40 million has been recouped by the
Medicare trust fund because of actions
of this administration.

We need to fully fund waste, fraud
and abuse investigations and reform
the trust fund along the lines rec-
ommended by the trustees. We do not
need to cut Medicare just to pay for
tax breaks.

f

TRIBUTE TO CHARLOTTE FULLER
CLONTS

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
one of the most wonderful things about
our community is that so many of its
citizens give to the community despite
their own challenges. Charlotte Fuller
Clonts is one of those special citizens.
Though she faces tough personal bat-
tles, Charlotte constantly and self-
lessly gives of herself to her commu-
nity.

Charlotte resides in the Ridge Road
community with her loving husband of
45 years and is well-known throughout
Paulding County for her tireless efforts
for the Veterans Memorial.

Since July 1995, Charlotte has served
as publicity chairwoman for the memo-
rial fund. Working bedridden much of
the time, gathering information and
writing during countless sleepless
nights, Charlotte has helped to raise
over $50,000 to construct the memorial
in record time.

She was recognized for her hard work
just a few years ago when she was
named ‘‘Citizen of the Year.’’ Charlotte
has been involved in many other orga-
nizations as well, including: the
Paulding County Chamber of Com-
merce, the Paulding County Planning
Commission, the Paulding County Di-
vision March of Dimes, and many oth-
ers. On behalf of Paulding County and
the entire seventh district, I thank
Charlotte for her loyalty to our com-
munity and to our country, and com-
mend her to us all as an outstanding
community citizen.

f

GINGRICH-LED CONGRESS STILL
DESIROUS OF CUTTING MEDI-
CARE TO FUND TAX BREAKS

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, our fel-
low citizens know this Gingrich Con-
gress by its deeds, and first among
these is its continuing desire to cut
Medicare in order to fund the tax
breaks for our most wealthy citizens.

We saw a great deal of that last year
as they proposed cuts of $270 billion in
a pay more, get less Medicare plan.
And this year they have not given up
on that determination, as the Speaker
says, to let Medicare wither on the
vine. They have just regrouped and are
coming at it from another angle.
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